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Chinese Peasants in ‘‘Permanent Revolution” 

', M 1.. W'.J? U i ^ W • 

f W A *f WynJhowi Ntwtoti ^ 

4r^TjL^li>3v.ni4. wifl Tka ('nmiminitr aaoari thrmMrtvn admit that man 


i a W ^ WynJhowi Ntwtoti 

I wii Tha C 

t6*m»e!v«'x)Vef thi regard titiryf* ami • »ealH _ pwplr and . 

g|i^ thare-oiR (W ^rocaetU- among tb« memben of tk^ ••d of tho 
^tkultural co-t^rktlvei, wtxn tkey were told their co-operati>g <»«*♦• untuia 
to be araalgaioated iato commune* right awapi €o«fu»iofc Cultaral Re 
fjferttTntdwftt nd wort* muM beve reiAK^ UOlNf Amk ** ent of tlv 
^nou*^ m aacli ooodfclon* 0 became jlteo* ia|]oti2>W to • hveig. ami 
J»»de the "tpoih.’' which they had earned at nrfer brforg, fof on such rair 
t|^y had been Ot backdjreakmg toSt aohdly, witbou* feienniwwi preiauTe 

i^day and tfi aedtae c»»« much of the nisM feo-HhPt 0«y fi »o u*e up pr 
tMr own airkulfuia! collective but on all ai»rti of watet eoip and fhal liM 
i&rancy. krig'alion., aod oUw wh.4 w« roaHy tl» radio* were 

r&^ibilrty of Covonmeal but which the^ W boe* orw«f . 

^r- _ . z . . ■ • a .1 ■ l^a i-4 *1^ 


twKnique of the Comrouniit Pfrty. m peataito. thw ^ 
<* aaying. will taka tba tapUaliil road U Oey arf haU | 
dince — an d indeod etfiot happened (fcowc the tpdden lioui^ 
£ of 1 5.^ cMxT in Chekiang And when tba bn mark* 
tem|fbranly permitted in 1956 Awed ^0^1 “*7.*** 

M the oab wa» to keep the peat«t of the cmMt^.pa^ u to 
itele ttoc* thr tociajirt rood « * br^hkte p« to co*- 
t&^' ftvptoiof-paM too only 1^ co^p^airm W 
^ li^litOr.Jiwrato forthn ]o* 
linAtarM dktat^l^ M goowwnial grvdgiBgly perguttod hito 
tjf totom tv.M» own'pr^>ert>..'' ; * - / ' 

. Everythin# he W aw |oto into the eonnmn^ e»» the 
(Ivtdend* he to *W« fro* to* M 

fli ^spo^meiRa «a€ d ac epto w*. dSa- 

MiMia «dl am* b^ kto* mm ism mi Hm 

tot roinfqirtnm will be aU tha worac fot the tachoMpie of 
rciardatioa. But juit now the Parly is boaa. 


The Communiit papers themselves admit that many of the 
people and even of the Party are tired of the mast movements 
and of the date war and distinctions, and proclaim they are 
cpnle unfuilabte for what the hierarchy call a Technological and 
('ultural Remlution. Some ridicule tite Party cfhcial* saymg, 
a* one of the otocjals put it, that “we depend on movements foe 
a hvHif , and callmg «» twnf jruon. or opportunists who live 
tm such rampaigms. " The farmers themKlves complained that 
file preiauTr put on them by the party cadres had caused them 
tA use up practically ail available slocks of manure and fertiliser 
and that little had been left for the autumn cre^ though the 
cadres were insistitig on Pill larger recorda fee those cropa. 

Moreover, it is admitted, and even the sub)*cl of boasting 
by the Party, that ihv work done depended almost wholly on 
hard labour in the hdd* without benehl of the mechaniMlion 
they had been promised. And everywlierf there is scepticism 
over the amartng claim that the total crops this year will be in 
the region of 350 milfion tona. tven m the moat gorgrosa days 
of tlie Gdden Wrrf and the Canachan prairiea, crop* were never 
increased at iMch a rnfe as China i* now claiming. Nevertheleas 
it II clear that there ha* really been an imroense leap forward, 
and that even the disgruntled peasants will have reason to be 
happy abe>Jt if — provided they do m fact get nn honest reward 
lor their Ubw and do not diKover all the fruUs gathered igr 
in an impossiMy large basket from whKh they cannot be taken 
and distributed because they are no longer identibabk. 

Hut m any rate the Party it bound to win the nei* round 
for it is ail powerful and ts hustling tlw people into the faclus 
and the Mk Icadmg to the Ccmmuniit paradise at redoubled 
speed. With pkmty of armed watchdog* lo the shape of mil*** 
to keep them » hiW and demobilised veteran* of the Korean 
and civil wan to command both the nuiitia and the co-operative*, 
now to become the communes. Tbe whole movement i* m fart 
on mriitary Imeg. with baltle cries as the slogans. 

^Tat exactly h the diflerence f^tween the farming 
1 o-operalTve*. which have passed through successive annual 
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(lagct from thf dayi when the first foundations weie Uid in the 
so-called mutual aid Uama? F-acl^, of iht iJeofsk f tommunas 
now established m tbi rural *r<*i R d»e oiftgiiig ol a large 
number of farm crxfXWtivea. rttgiftf from »ewral to Kor^ 
The communes are a development of the farm co-ops, not merely 
their eipansion. Farming co-ops are mainly collective economic 
organisations of peasants to do farming, while communes ate 
bask units of society marked by a single entity of workers, 
peasants, traders, students and soldiers: a comprehensive 
development of agricultuie. forestry, animal husbandry, side 
occupalkma, and fi^iery, and a co-ordmation of political, 
economk. cultural and military aftairs. In addition to agncol* 
tut*, people's communes are to develop industry, commerce and 
education, train militiamen, and exerciae the funclkmt of the 
State power. 

In other words, the communes can not only produce 
abundant products and develop further the economK ard 
cukural work of the farming co-ojieratire bul aUo bring about 
great cbangea m the administrative system. In a pe^e • 
commune, the hiang (rural area) people’s eou^il and tV 
commune administrative committee are combined into one w-iih 
the laroe machinery and the same forces: the fitiang head u llie 
commune direttor. the hilang people's congress is the congress 
of commune members, and the hsiang people i council is tlw 
commune admimslialive committee, Uni^r thu latter body are 
tet up depmtmenia at contfnitte^ ol agriculture. Water eoMtf- 
vancy. forestry, animal husbandry. industry<ommunications. 
finance-grain, commerce, culture-education, interuel 
labour, armed defence planning and Kkntific research. TW 
esplanatioa is as given in the Party organ, the Kung Jen J#i 
Peou 

b il Mated tket. u egticultussJ ptoductioe <l«veVopa. 
especaally ni ll* bsr leap ferwud nchirred aince Utt wsMer. 
fui« co-agM were lecesl wWi mora end mow^oUems of prt>- 
dectkm whkh tbsy wet* uMbie to aeive. The Uap fwward 
called f« "Urg^ale agricultural capital cooMruclw* end 
•draoed koclmkal meeauraa." At the same Una, it la ccm- 
tended. it called for an albroued development of agncultM. 
fiahi^. forattry. animal huabandry. and aide The 

anl« to marcb aboMi in agricultural peoduclion loM urgency to 
the need for developing local industrial like chemical fertt^a. 
inn. aleel and farm product prooasaing to serve agncultural 
Pfodticrion. TW demami 

it was Stated, m becommg presamg » *ke rural areas. In 
addiliDn. the peaaamt demaind iaaproved housing condittons aad 
development of medical, health, cultural and educat^al under- 
ukkina. To meet aU such demands, there must b« wasaiw 
labour power and technical force, and there mud be a large 
nmouU e« mveitmani and UrgeaeaU diviMDB of ‘Bd 

oe^dinabosL SsqaU rUlagaa il was argued, and jhe co- 
cpentivea are no le^er abb te meet the needs of developmcn 
of peeibactioii as Teg«»ds maagjowm aad mMenal and fin^l 
mimreoi. and are left far bAiad the development of *e 
rituatimi. The adrivida dwaod the accakratsen of aocmlni 
cofiHructiMio 

- The aAeged advamage* of tbd eoaimunes^ apart fmm the 
Moasisty ef keeping the peaaania meving on the ^alist path 
md an •piaaent them from retreating back I* «W way, are 
said W be numeiMa The amalgamatioB of APCa into com- 
munel ambrucing tbousaisde of ^aant fami^ prov.^ moce 
p^ataan and moro land, meet labour poww. funds, and lulural 
resoweta. They cain thus undeitakt capital cenatructioo on a 
large acaU. adopt advanced techniquea. develop aricukme and 
other ocesgsatkma and aet up imaU aad medium induitriaf enier, 
. Their prosfucta too are more abundant aiH| yariei At 

■ , Y , . : ,V : , , , -..r ■ - 


ihr same tune, concJitums arc .mpiirfd by llir cfiintnun'’* 
da^clopiQg cultural, rducatiuml. uiedica! and licallK uru 
tal inga. to popul.irbe and laisc the prtplc a cuJtuial and 'iurni 
kn iwlecbr and ta imprive the peavants’ po<» houimy (ondiii. 

1 Ilf communes also iiivoKf a greater degree of lollritiv 
Uon. and w J1 lieip to gel the women into the field as well as 
men and free them from household work by the treatma 
QUisencs. tailonng teams, public rnesslialls, 
collectivising even the family life. It will also l>e no U't] 
necessary for members to cultivate private plots or to keep I 
own livestock and fruit trees"— -a point of some ituportancij 
the ideologists who hate even the smallest vestige of pri 
property. They have always resented the fact that a consi 
able part of the means ol production still contains factor^ 
ovneishiji by the peo^ile, even if by groups mstead of 
individuals. Communes vsill also be able to eliminate 
distinction between town aad country, between industry 
agneufture and between mental labour and (ihysital labour, 
to raise the "Communist ideology of the peojile and imp 
their moral quality (from the Party viewpoint) to a consider 
degree.” ^ 
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